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Computer Implemented 

Inventions 

Views From a Global            

High-Tech Innovator 



PC Client Group 2 

Computer Implemented Inventions Play An 

Important Role In Our Smart, Connected World  

Internet of 

Things 



PC Client Group 3 

But Without Careful Examination,  

Invalid Patents Can Be Granted 

US Pat No 5,924,080 -- invalid as abstract 

idea of collecting and storing information for 

membership discount program 

US Pat No 6,585,561 – invalid as abstract 

idea of using picture menus in a database 

to plan meals 
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German Study 
March 2015 

•   Courts fully or partially invalidate  

patents 75% of the time, which is “a 

conservative estimate” of German 

patents that are fully or partially invalid 

 

U.S. Statistics  
June 2016 

• PTO instituted in 50% of filed 

petitions, and of those instituted, 54% 

of trials resulted in fully or partially 

invalid patents  

 

And Data Indicates A High Number Of 

Invalid Patents Are Granted 



High Patent Quality Is Critical, Especially As 

The Nature and Pace of Innovation is 

Changing 
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Early Products Practiced Only A Few Patents,    

Making The Product Essentially Equal To The Patent 

U.S. 223,898 Patent (Jan. 1880):  Thomas Edison’s “Electric Lamp” 
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Animation: Click to Play 

Today’s High-Tech Products Are Different: They Practice 

Many Patents and Implement Many Technologies  



As The Pace and Nature of Innovation Evolves,       

Our Patent Systems Must Evolve Also  

It must: 

• Ensure High Quality Patents for all 

inventions, including computer 

implemented inventions 

• Provide Proportional Remedies in 

an era where products incorporate 

many different inventions 

• Focus on Maximizing Innovation 

through balanced patent systems 

(and recognize the difference 

between innovation and patents) 
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